
hen I was 12-years-old,
my father moved our
family to Hawaii.  While
staying in temporary

lodging downtown, I saw
a young girl drown.  I found her
while swimming in the hotel pool
with several other people, includ-
ing the girl’s family.  The girl
couldn’t swim and got into the
deep end of the pool.  She was
only out of her mother’s view for
a second.

Funny how something like
that can stay with you for years.
I can still see her body being
pulled from the pool and the vain
attempts to clear her airways and
resuscitate her.  I remember the
guttural howling from the girl’s
mother.  It only took a second.

After I joined the Air Force
and was assigned to Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., I
was selected to serve as a sum-
mary court officer for a young staff
sergeant killed in a traffic acci-
dent.  He was home on leave vis-
iting his wife’s family on Christ-
mas day.  After visiting his family,
he drove across town to his own
home where he crossed the
centerline and struck another car
head-on.  He was killed on im-
pact because he wasn’t wearing
a seat belt.

It only took a second for
him to cross the line and hit the
other car.  It only takes a sec-
ond to buckle a seat belt.  The
other driver was wearing a seat
belt and had minor injuries.  I
still remember securing, cata-
loging, and inventorying every
single item in his house, includ-
ing his dirty laundry.  The pic-

tures of his 9-month-old daugh-
ter prominently displayed every-
where made it the worst job I’ve
ever performed.

Each of these tragic events
left me asking, “Why?”  For the
matter of a second, people have
died and continue to do so.  I’m
sure we all have had tragedies
visit our lives, but what have we
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learned from them?  It only takes
a second for a tragedy to occur.
Let me steal some of the base
safety office’s thunder and ask
you to do me a personal favor.
Slow down and watch out for
yourselves and your families.  Do
what you can to stay safe and
spare teaching someone else
these lessons of life.
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